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o u r  m i s s i o n
B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e  N F P  i s
r e i m a g i n i n g  i m m i g r a t i o n  j o u r n a l i s m
f o r  a  m o r e  j u s t  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  f u t u r e .

For decades,  the media’s coverage of immigrants has been
racist and harmful .  From using dehumanizing labels l ike
“ i l legal immigrant” to treating extremist anti- immigrant
groups as sources of expertise,  journalists have frequently
amplif ied hate and endangered the l ives of people
seeking a new l i fe in this country.  

At the same time, newsrooms have fai led to reflect the
diversity of the communities they cover and have
undermined reporting led by immigrant and BIPOC
journalists .

o u r  m o t i v a t i o n

o u r  w o r k
Borderless works to challenge racist and harmful coverage
of immigrants by reporting deep and investigative,
nonpartisan journalism.

As a nonprofit  news outlet ,  we:
Report and publish stories  on immigration and

immigrant communities in English,  Spanish and Dari

Mentor and train emerging BIPOC and immigrant
journalists in investigations,  community reporting and
photojournalism in our Pathways program

Give professional journalists the tools they need to
report on immigration issues fair ly and accurately
through our Immigration Reporting Lab

 
Our work is changing l ives in Chicago and beyond. We
have won numerous national and local awards,  and the
L.A.  Times has called us a "must-read publication."

R ight :  S e n e g a l e s e  r e f u g e e  M a x  i n  M i l l e n i u m  P a r k ,  C h i c a g o .
M a r t i n e  S é v e r i n  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e

http://www.borderlessmag.org/
https://borderlessmag.org/wordpress/pathways/
https://borderlessmag.org/wordpress/immigration-reporting-lab/
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People Centered: We approach our coworkers and the people we interview,

train,  and mentor with humility and an appreciation of their  innate human
dignity .  We never deceive each other or the people who entrust us with their
stories .

Resilience:  We see strength and power in each other and uplift  one another in

everything we do. We see suffering in the world,  but f ind ways to take care of
each other — and ourselves — as we serve our community.

Community First:  We are deeply connected to immigrant community

members.  We priorit ize the expertise,  desires and needs of immigrants and
those who care about them. 

Equity:  We str ive to create spaces and opportunities for people who do not

traditionally have power or a platform in the journalism industry ,  particularly
BIPOC and immigrant community members.

Fearless:  We bravely report the truth of our communities .  We are not beholden

to polit ical or f inancial  interests .  We hold ourselves and others accountable as
we help build a more just future.  

O U R  V A L U E S

O U R  S T O R Y

All volunteer

Launched as 

rapid-response

media project

covering

Chicago

immigrants

impacted by

Muslim Travel

Ban

2017

3 PT contractors

Re-launched as

nonprofit news

organization with

the support of

Chicagoans

calling for more &

better coverage of

immigrants

2019

Hired first 2 FT

employees

Named “one of

Chicago’s best

journalism

nonprofits” by 

Lit Hub

2020

4 FT staff

Won Google News

Initiative North

America

Innovation

Challenge support

for field canvasser

experimentation

Won LION’s

Community

Engagement

Award for Dari

coverage

2022

5 FT staff

Won ONA’s

national Gather

Award in

Community-

Centered

Journalism

Investigation into

city-funded

migrant shelters

spurred

international

attention

2023



Dear Borderless Magazine community,

We are writing to you today with full hearts as we look back on all you have helped us
accomplish in 2023. 

In the last year, we’ve doubled our audience – helping us expand our impact – and broke an
international story with our investigation into the dangerous conditions at a city-funded
migrant shelter. 

Our small, but mighty, team has worked tirelessly to build a bridge between under-served
communities and policymakers and grow community power. 

This work has been heartbreaking at times: When a five-year-old boy living at a city-funded
migrant shelter died just days after we published a groundbreaking investigation into the
dangerous conditions at the shelter, we felt the deep pain of his loss. 

But you – our community – is what kept us going. You took our investigation and
subsequent stories and used our reporting to rally support for protecting asylum seekers
and for holding our city’s leaders accountable for how they spend taxpayer money.

As a nonprofit news organization, we rely on donors like you to do our crucial work. In this
annual report, you'll learn how we put donor dollars to work in 2023 and hear about some
of our biggest wins. 

Our immigrant communities in Chicago, and beyond, are relying on Borderless to
provide free and accessible news that holds the powerful accountable. Will you help

us expand our impact by donating today? You can go to www.borderlessmag.org/donate to
give.

Sincerely,
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f r o m  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p

L E K I S H A  G U N N
B O A R D  P R E S I D E N T

N I S S A  R H E E
C O F O U N D E R  &

E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

M A U R I C I O  P E Ñ A
E D I T O R I A L  D I R E C T O R

http://www.borderlessmag.org/donate
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BEST  COLLABORATION
AWARD
F i n a l i s t

I n  t h e  C h i c a g o  J o u r n a l i s t s
A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s  S a r a h  B r o w n

B o y d e n  A w a r d s  f o r  o u r
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  B l o c k  C l u b

C h i c a g o  f o r  t h e  “ A f t e r  t h e
B u s e s ”  s e r i e s  

COMMUNITY  CHAMPION
AWARD
F i n a l i s t

I n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
N o n p r o f i t  N e w s ’  a w a r d s  f o r

o u r  w o r k  w i t h  f i e l d
c a n v a s s e r s

BREAKING BARRIERS
AWARD 

F i n a l i s t
I n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  f o r
N o n p r o f i t  N e w s ’  a w a r d s  f o r
o u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n t o  t h e

c l e a n u p  o f  r a d i o a c t i v e  w a s t e
i n  W e s t  C h i c a g o      

BEST  MULTIMEDIA
COLLABORATION 

F i n a l i s t
I n  t h e  C h i c a g o  H e a d l i n e

C l u b ’ s  L i s a g o r  A w a r d s  f o r  o u r
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  B l o c k  C l u b

C h i c a g o  f o r  t h e  “ A f t e r  t h e
B u s e s ”  s e r i e s

BEST  SHORT STORY/
ESSAY OF 2023

W i n n e r
I n  t h e  C h i c a g o  R e v i e w  o f

B o o k s  A w a r d s  f o r  o u r  “ A f t e r
t h e  B u s e s ”  s e r i e s  o n  m i g r a n t s

c o m i n g  t o  C h i c a g o

GATHER AWARD IN
COMMUNITY-CENTERED

JOURNALISM
W i n n e r

I n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  O n l i n e  N e w s
A s s o c i a t i o n  a w a r d s  f o r  o u r
w o r k  w i t h  f i e l d  c a n v a s s e r s

2 0 2 3  r e c o g n i t i o n  f o r  o u r  w o r k

WOMEN’S  LEADERSHIP
ACCELERATOR  
F e l l o w s h i p  W i n n e r

F r o m  t h e  O n l i n e  N e w s
A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  o u r  C o f o u n d e r

M i c h e l l e  K a n a a r

EARLY CAREER
LEADERSHIP

F e l l o w s h i p  W i n n e r
F r o m  t h e  E m m a  B o w e n

F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  o u r
E n g a g e m e n t  R e p o r t e r

D i a n e  B o u  K h a l i l
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r e p o r t i n g  i m p a c t

A b o v e :  A  c h i l d  l e a v e s  a  c a n d l e  a t  a  v i g i l  t o  m o u r n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  J u a n  C a r l o  M a r t i n e z
R i v e r o  o n  D e c .  2 0 t h ,  2 0 2 3 ,  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  f r o m  C h i c a g o ’ s  l a r g e s t  m i g r a n t  s h e l t e r
o n  S o u t h  H a l s t e d  S t r e e t  i n  P i l s e n .  S e b a s t i á n  H i d a l g o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

Immigrant communities deserve investigative journalism that
holds the government and corporations accountable for how they
interact with — and sometimes abuse — some of Chicago's most
vulnerable residents.  They deserve investigative journalism and
stories that not only center their experiences, but is
accessible in the languages they speak. 

From inhumane conditions at migrant shelters to the growing
Black immigrant community in Chicago, Borderless served our
diverse immigrant community in 2023.  
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e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r a c i s m
W E  S H I N E D  A  L I G H T  O N  T H E  I M P A C T  T O X I C  I N D U S T R Y  A N D  C L I M A T E
C H A N G E  H A S  O N  I M M I G R A N T S .

Above :  R e f u g i o  A r i a s ,  5 5 ,  w o r k s  a t  a  f a c t o r y  p a c k i n g  f o o d  a n d  h a s  b e e n  l i v i n g  n e x t
t o  t h e  f o r m e r  K e r r - M c G e e  s i t e  f o r  2 0  y e a r s .  E f r a i n  S o r i a n o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e

Communities of color are
disproportionately impacted by
climate change and environmental
pollution.  For decades,  West Chicago
residents raised health concerns
about the former Kerr-McGee factory
releasing toxic material .  But their
worries were dismissed unti l  the
early 1970s.  It  has taken the former
factory owner and the government
over three decades to clean up the
radioactive waste,  while many
residents have felt  left  in the dark.

We took a deep dive into the
environmental cleanup and how the
suburb’s majority Latino residents
were left  out of many of the

conversations about the dangers of
the pollution.  

Now that the f inal cleanup process is
underway in West Chicago, Reporter
Liuan Huska brought us an update
on her investigation.  She talked to
residents about the polluted site’s
future and explained how this
former “radioactive capital  of the
Midwest”  is  addressing its toxic
legacy.  

Refugio Arias ,  pictured above,  has
been watching the progress at the
former factory ever since her family
moved into the neighborhood 20
years ago.



8

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i m p a c t

m e e t  t h e
p h o t o j o u r n a l i s t

Efrain Soriano is a photojournalist and
community reporter based in Cicero,  IL .
Raised by Mexican immigrants,  Efrain
proudly identif ies as Chicana and speaks
Spanish and English.

“As a mostly self-taught photojournalist ,
coming from an immigrant and low-income
household,  my access to internships and
other educational opportunities were
incredibly l imited,”  says Soriano. “But
thanks to Borderless ,  I  was able to learn so
much about the ethics of connecting with
and reporting on immigrant communities . ”  

In response to our reporting,  the city and state have become more transparent
about the environmental challenges and outl ined f inal remediation efforts and
plans for a park at the site.  Reporting also energized local activists who had
been opposing a new waste transfer station,  resulting in the state denying the
waste transfer station application in January 2024.  

Under pressure from our reporting,  the city sought input from residents on the
park plans and communicated more than they had previously on the thorium
remediation as well  as the planned waste transfer station.  Borderless ’  reporting
on West Chicago also led to more widespread coverage from other news
outlets ,  including the Chicago Sun-Times.  

T o p :  G r o u n d w a t e r  c l e a n u p  c o n t i n u e s  w h e r e  t h e  K e r r - M c G e e  f a c t o r y  u s e d  t o  s t a n d  i n
W e s t  C h i c a g o ,  I l l .  o n  N o v .  1 ,  2 0 2 3 .  E f r a i n  S o r i a n o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .  
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" I m m i g r a t i o n  i s  t h e  r o o t  o f  o u r
c o u n t r y .  W e  s h o u l d  s h o u l d  s u p p o r t

t h e  i m m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t y . ”

r e a d e r  r e s p o n s e

T h e  s t o r m w a t e r  s t o r a g e  b a s i n  a l o n g s i d e  N a t a l i e  C r e e k  i n  M i d l o t h i a n ,  I l l . ,  A u g .  5 ,
2 0 2 3 .  D u r i n g  h e a v y  s t o r m s ,  t h i s  1 . 8 - m i l l i o n - g a l l o n  d e t e n t i o n  b a s i n  f i l l s  u p  l i k e  a
p o n d  t o  m i t i g a t e  f l o o d i n g  a l o n g  t h e  c r e e k .  E f r a i n  S o r i a n o / B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

“ A m a z i n g  s t o r i e s ! ”

“ T h i s  i s  g r e a t !  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h e  w o r k
t h a t  y o u  d o . ”
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B L A C K  I M M I G R A N T S  T O D A Y
O N E  I N  1 0  B L A C K  P E O P L E  I N  T H E  U N I T E D  S T A T E S  I S  A N  I M M I G R A N T .

T o p :  T s e g a y  G e b r e y o h a n e s  s t a n d s  w i t h  h i s  t h r e e  s o n s ,  E b e n  A f e w o r k i ,  8 ,  A b e l
A f e w o r k i ,  3 ,  a n d  S i m o n  A f e w o r k i ,  1 2 ,  b e h i n d  t h e  h o m e  h e  r e c e n t l y  p u r c h a s e d  i n  t h e
R o g e r s  P a r k  n e i g h b o r h o o d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l . ,  O c t .  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3 .  G o n z a l o  G u z m a n  f o r
B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e

Despite Africans making up the
fastest-growing immigrant group in
the country,  Black immigrants are
rarely covered by local or national
media outlets .  Black immigrants are
detained, deported and denied their
asylum claims at higher rates than
non-Black immigrants.  

We spoke to Black immigrants around
Chicago about their  homes,  their
l ives,  and the challenges they faced
coming to the U.S.

One of those we spoke to was Tsegay
Gebreyohanes,  a young Eritrean
father of three who fled his home
country and started a new l i fe in
Chicago. 

He was among a mass exodus of
young people leaving the
northeastern African country,
f leeing a lack of polit ical ,  social ,
and economic freedoms — and
military conscription.

Over the past two decades,  more
than one mill ion Eritreans have
escaped what they call  one of the
world’s most repressive and
authoritative governments.  

“As we build our l i fe here,  I  want to
give my kids things I  didn’t have,”
said Gebreyohanes.  “They play
soccer with an Evanston team. I  am
investing in better and brighter
opportunities for my children.”
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I n t e r v i e w e e  r e s p o n s e s

Sayou Cooper is  a freelance journalist
and mixed media artist .  Sayou
immigrated to the United States in
2001 from Ghana and her family is  of
Liberian descent.  This identity has
shaped her writ ing and drew her to
Borderless '  immigrant coverage.  

With the Borderless team's thoughtful
and factual journalism, she was
excited to work on the "Black
Immigrants Today" series .  For the
series ,  she interviewed Jean Yves
Hector and Agnes Kanjinga.

m e e t  t h e  r e p o r t e r

“ W o w .  A m a z i n g .  I  a m
t h a n k f u l  f o r  y o u r  k i n d n e s s
i n  t e l l i n g  m y  s t o r y .  G o d
b l e s s  y o u ! ”

 —  T s e g a y  G e b r e y o h a n n e s  

“ T h a n k  y o u  f o r
s h a r i n g  t h i s . ”

—  Y o l a n d e  S a n v i  

T o p :  J e a n  C h r i s b e n e  J u s t i n  a n d  h i s  s o n  O l i v e r  R y a n  J u s t i n ,  5 ,  o u t s i d e  B e t h l e h e m
C h i c a g o  S e v e n t h - d a y  A d v e n t i s t  C h u r c h  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l .  F e b .  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3 .  M a r t i n e  S é v e r i n
f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e
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i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  m i g r a n t  s h e l t e r s
“ W E  N E E D  H E L P  G E T T I N G  O U T  O F  H E R E , ”  O N E  M I G R A N T  T O L D  U S .  “ T H I S
S H E L T E R  I S  N O T  L I V E A B L E  F O R  A N Y O N E . ”

City off icials have struggled to
house thousands of migrants bused
in from Texas and other border
states since August 2022.
Borderless has been on the ground
reporting on the challenges
migrants and the city face since day
one.

In the Fall  of 2023,  Borderless
received a t ip about the dangerous
conditions at one of the largest
migrant shelters in Chicago, More
than a dozen migrants who spoke
to Borderless ,  as well  as videos
taken inside the shelter that
Borderless reviewed, showed that
the facil ity fai led to meet the basic

A b o v e :  S o m e  m i g r a n t s  b u y  f o o d  f r o m  v e n d o r s  o u t s i d e  C h i c a g o ’ s  l a r g e s t  s h e l t e r  i n  t h e
P i l s e n  i n d u s t r i a l  c o r r i d o r  o n  F e b .  2 3 ,  2 0 2 4 .  M a u r i c i o  P e ñ a / B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e

standards for emergency shelter
laid out by the U.N. Refugee
Agency.

“They treat us terribly — l ike dogs,”
one woman told us.

After our f irst investigation into the
shelter ,  Borderless kept reporting.
We found that the city of Chicago
ignored dozens of warnings about
the migrant shelter ’s  inhumane
conditions before we released our
investigation.  We also found that
shelter staff  threatened migrants
who recorded videos of the
conditions in the shelter or spoke
to the media.
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s h e l t e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i m p a c t

Just three days after our investigation was published a f ive-year-old boy from
the shelter got sick and died. While he was not the f irst migrant to die in
Chicago’s care,  our reporting helped make the story of his death and the health
of migrants into an international story.  Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson was
forced to launch an investigation into the safety of the shelters .  Under growing
pressure from mutual aid workers in the days fol lowing our investigation,  the
city also began allowing volunteer doctors and nurses into the shelters to care
for the migrants.  

Top :  B r i t t  H o d g d o n ,  a  s o c i a l  w o r k e r  a n d  v o l u n t e e r ,  t a l k s  t o  t h e  p r e s s  d u r i n g  a  v i g i l
f o r  5 - y e a r - o l d  b o y ,  J u a n  C a r l o  M a r t i n e z  R i v e r o  i n  P i l s e n  o n  D e c .  2 0 ,  2 0 2 3 .
S e b a s t i á n  H i d a l g o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

m e e t  t h e  r e p o r t e r Katrina Pham is a multimedia journalist
whose focus is on race and social  justice
reporting.  She’s reported on solutions for
inaccessible mental health care for
Southeast Asian American refugees among
other topics relating to Asian Americans
and Pacif ic Islanders.  Katrina was born in
Chicago, where both her parents settled
after arr iving as refugees from Vietnam
following the end of the war.

“The editorial  team at Borderless constantly
pushed me to grow while also al lowing me
to fol low my passions, ”  Pham said.
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i m m i g r a t i o n  p o l i c y
T H E  U . S .  H A S  T H E  L A R G E S T  I M M I G R A N T  D E T E N T I O N  S Y S T E M  I N  T H E
W O R L D .  O U R  W O R K  H O L D S  T H E  G O V E R N M E N T  A C C O U N T A B L E .

Top :  D e m o n s t r a t o r s  m a r c h  f r o m  F e d e r a l  P l a z a  t o  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  C u s t o m s
E n f o r c e m e n t  F i e l d  O f f i c e  i n  d o w n t o w n  C h i c a g o  d u r i n g  a  p r o t e s t  o f  I C E  o n  M a r c h  2 5 ,
2 0 2 3 .  M a x  H e r m a n  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

The Chicago ICE Field Off ice
conducted more than 13 ,000
searches of the LexisNexis
database between March and
September 2021.

Chicago-area individuals and
immigrant r ights advocates for
immigrant r ights sued the research
and data brokerage f irm LexisNexis
over its collection and sale of
immigrants’  personal data in a
$22.1-mil l ion contract with U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement.  

Those involved with the lawsuit
were concerned that the LexisNexis
database removed the typical due
process protocols l ike f i l ing a
subpoena or court order to access
personal information.

“When you hear about these things,
part of you thinks ‘does this 

particularly impact me or my
family? ’  and you want to think that
it  doesn’t , ”  said Claudia Marchan,
who leads the nonprofit  Northern
Il l inois Justice for our Neighbors,
an immigration r ights advocacy
group. 

Marchan spent much of her l i fe
l iving in the U.S.  without
documentation.  She was protected
under the Deferred Action for
Childhood Arrivals program and
obtained lawful permanent
residence in 2021,  but sti l l  felt
uneasy about her information
being used against those close to
her.

As part of our reporting,  we
published a guide for readers to
help them understand what data is
being stored by companies and
how they can remove their data
from databases l ike LexisNexis .
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Many special  programs have been set up in Chicago to help immigrant and
BIPOC residents close the homeownership gap. Beyond our investigations on
Chicago's largest run-migrant shelter ,  we focused on the challenges of
affordable housing for new arrivals and the efforts of community groups f i l l ing
the gaps.  

New Life Centers and the Chicago Furniture Bank f i l led about 1 ,400 apartments
with furniture since it  began these efforts in the spring 2023.  New Life Centers ’  New
Vecinos program has worked to provide furniture to migrants after they are
approved by the state’s Asylum Seeker Emergency Rental Assistance Program,
which offered a three-month rental assistance for migrants.  

The Perez family has been in the rental home since September.  After so much
uncertainty,  Marianny Yamileth Perez Perez said the furnished home offers hope
and security .  She is gratif ied to see her oldest daughter come home from school to
do her homework every day.  “She tel ls me: ‘Mom, I  don’t want to move anymore.”

m e e t  t h e  r e p o r t e r  &
p h o t o j o u r n a l i s t
Sebastián Hidalgo is a photojournalist and
reporter whose work has appeared in mission-
based newsrooms l ike ProPublica and City
Bureau. His work was part of an investigation that
won the 2024 Pulitzer Prize for Local Reporting.

h e a l t h  &  h o u s i n g
“ T H E R E  A R E  P E O P L E  W H O  N E E D  B A S I C  N E E D S  T O  L I V E  A  B A S I C  H U M A N
L I F E . ”  —  S A N D R A  M I L E N A  G A L L E G O ,  N E W  V E C I N O S  D R I V E R

T o p :  K a t h a l e y a  S t e f a n i a  G u a i r a  P e r e z ,  2 ,  o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  t o  h e r  a p a r t m e n t  f o r  N e w
L i f e  C e n t e r s  m o v e r s .  S t e f a n i a ,  h e r  p a r e n t s ,  a n d  h e r  o l d e r  s i s t e r  l i v e  i n  t h e
b a s e m e n t .  S e b a s t i á n  H i d a l g o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .
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R e a d e r  r e s p o n s e

L i t t l e  A m a l  g r e e t s  a  c h i l d  i n  M a r g a t e  P a r k  a l o n g  t h e  l a k e f r o n t  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l .
S e p t .  3 0 ,  2 0 2 3 .  L i t t l e  A m a l ,  a  1 2 - f o o t  p u p p e t  o f  a  1 0 - y e a r - o l d  S y r i a n  r e f u g e e  g i r l ,
w a s  p a r t  o f  a  t h e a t r i c a l  s h o w  p u t  o n  b y  t h e  C h i c a g o  C h i l d r e n ’ s  T h e a t r e ,  i n  w h i c h
L i t t l e  A m a l  m a k e s  “ s t o n e  s o u p ”  w i t h  t h e  h e l p  o f  c h i l d r e n .  M u s t a f a  H u s s a i n  f o r
B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

“ B o r d e r l e s s  h e l p s  i m m i g r a n t s  i n  m a n y  w a y s . ”

“ L o v e  y o u r  e x c e l l e n t
r e p o r t i n g . ”

“ N o b o d y  s h o u l d  b e  i n v i s i b l e . ”

“ Y o u  d o  g r e a t  w o r k ! ”



1 7T o p :  P a l e s t i n i a n - J o r d a n i a n  m u s i c i a n  B i l a l  S h o u l y ,  m o v e d  f r o m  A m m a n ,  J o r d a n  t o
C h i c a g o  i n  2 0 1 4 ,  p i c t u r e d  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l ,  M a r c h  1 6 ,  2 0 2 3 .  S a m e r  A l m a d a n i  f o r
B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e

a r t s  &  C u l t u r e
W E  C E N T E R  T H E  R E S I L I E N C E  O F  O U R  C O M M U N I T I E S  I N  O U R
R E P O R T I N G  A N D  E F F O R T S  B Y  C O M M U N I T Y  M E M B E R S  T O  O V E R C O M E
S E E M I N G L Y - I M P O S S I B L E  C H A L L E N G E S .

We know that there is more to the
immigrant story than tragedy.
That’s why we interview immigrant
artists ,  storytellers ,  and musicians
and uplift  their  creative work.

In 2023,  we interviewed Palestinian-
Jordanian musician Bilal  Shouly,
who is known for his socio-polit ical
Arabic rap.  He shared his insights
into how his multifaceted identity
shapes his music,  and he tackled
issues l ike Arab stereotypes in the
media.

“You should be able to just exist
and receive basic human rights . . .

without having to struggle,  l ie ,  or
pretend to be someone else, ”
Shouly told us.

Shouly’s passion for blending
traditional melodies with modern
beats to raise polit ical awareness
and call  for peace has resonated
with a global audience.  

Since his beginnings in Amman and
subsequent move to Chicago,
Shouly 's  music has garnered over 10
mill ion views across major
streaming platforms, reflecting a
growing appreciation for his unique
voice and message.
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m e e t i n g  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ' s  n e e d s
“ B O R D E R L E S S ’  F I E L D  C A N V A S S E R S  R E P R E S E N T  A  D E E P  I N V E S T M E N T  I N
T H E  C O M M U N I T Y ’ S  N E E D S  T H A T  F U N D A M E N T A L L Y  S H A P E D  C O V E R A G E . ”

—  G A T H E R  A W A R D  J U D G E S

Top :  F i e l d  C a n v a s s e r  C h e l s e a  Z h a o  a n d  E n g a g e m e n t  R e p o r t e r  D i a n e  B o u  K h a l i l  a t  a
2 0 2 3  f i e l d  c a n v a s s i n g  e v e n t .

What happens when you merge grassroots organizing techniques with
journalism? You get Borderless ’  award-winning f ield canvassers !

Our f ield canvasser program has been a cornerstone of our outreach strategy,
enabling us to bridge the gap between our stories and the immigrant
communities across the city .  Through this init iative,  our dedicated canvassers
distr ibute our content to help residents access crucial  resources and news in
multiple languages.  This effort not only ensures that essential  information
reaches those who need it  most but also helps us better understand the needs
of these communities .  

We tai lor our reporting to address the issues that matter most to our
communities by l istening to their  voices and concerns.  By bringing Borderless
Magazine's multi l ingual news directly to communities that might otherwise be
overlooked, we extend our reach and foster a deeper connection with our
audience.  This grassroots approach combines the principles of organizing with
the r igor of journalism, creating a model that is  both impactful and sustainable.
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l a n g u a g e  e q u i t y
O N E - T H I R D  O F  C H I C A G O A N S  S P E A K  S P A N I S H  A T  H O M E .  B U T  O N L Y  O N E
N E W S  O U T L E T  I N  T H E  C I T Y  P U B L I S H E S  E V E R Y  S T O R Y  T H E Y  R E P O R T  I N
B O T H  E N G L I S H  A N D  S P A N I S H .  T H A T ’ S  B O R D E R L E S S .

Top :  F r a n k  S a n d o v a l  h u g s  h i s  d a u g h t e r ,  M a s s i e l  S a n d o v a l ,  2 1 ,  a s  t h e y  a r e  r e u n i t e d
a t  O ' H a r e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l . ,  M a y  2 6 ,  2 0 2 3 .  M a s s i e l  h a d n ' t  s e e n
h e r  f a t h e r  i n  m o r e  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s .  A n t h o n y  J a c k s o n  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

We want to continue to help close longstanding inequities in news access
through our multi l ingual reporting and outreach. News and crit ical information
serving immigrant communities –  who represent 20% of our population – is
scarce in Chicago, despite the large number of news outlets .

Chicago has lost many crucial  Spanish-language and ethnic news outlets .  At
the same time, the city lacks a central  information hub for immigrants,
refugees,  and asylum seekers ,  which explains where they can access crit ical
help in f inding food, health care and legal assistance.  Borderless has priorit ized
serving diverse communities ,  which other news outlets have fai led to reach. We
are the only local news outlet in the country offering stories in Dari  for our
Afghan community.  

m e e t  t h e  t r a n s l a t o r
Claudia Hernández f irst joined Borderless as
a Pathways intern in 2020 and continued on
with Borderless as a contributing reporter
and our main Spanish translator .  Born in
Ciudad Juárez,  Mexico,  Claudia is  a dual
cit izen and speaks both Spanish and English.  

“ I  am confident that Borderless ’  coverage has
helped migrants feel seen, heard and f ind
community amid uncertainty, ”  says
Hernández.



20 Top :  S e n e g a l e s e  r e f u g e e  M a x  i n  M i l l e n n i u m  P a r k  i n  C h i c a g o ,  I l l . ,  F e b .  1 1 ,  2 0 2 3 .
M a r t i n e  S é v e r i n  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .

“Borderless Magazine is such an
important publication for our
community.  They fearlessly
demand space for refugee and
immigrant stories to be told and
celebrated.”  

R e a d e r  r e s p o n s e



97%
Middle Eastern

34%Black/African
23%

Latinx
18%

Asian
14%

White
11%
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r e p o r t i n g  r e a c h

s t o r i e s  &
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s

W e  p u b l i s h e d

82

o f  o u r  s t o r i e s  w e r e
r e p o r t e d  o r

p h o t o g r a p h e d  b y  a
m e m b e r  o f  a n

i m m i g r a n t  c o m m u n i t y

p e o p l e  v i s i t e d  
b o r d e r l e s s m a g . o r g

133K
l a n g u a g e s :  E n g l i s h ,

s p a n i s h  &  D a r i / p e r s i a n

w e  p u b l i s h e d  i n

3

r e p o r t e r s '
R a c e  &
e t h n i c i t y

Above :  V e t e r a n  r e p o r t e r  D e b  D o u g l a s  a n d  P a t h w a y s  F e l l o w  K a t r i n a  P h a m  a t  a
B o r d e r l e s s  j o u r n a l i s m  t r a i n i n g .  M i c h e l l e  K a n a a r / B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e
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pathways

Top :  B o r d e r l e s s  f r e e l a n c e r s  a n d  i n t e r n s  ( f r o m  l e f t  t o  r i g h t )  C h e l s e a  V e r s t e g e n ,
M a i a  M c D o n a l d ,  a n d  K a t r i n a  P h a m  a t  a  j o u r n a l i s m  t r a i n i n g .  M i c h e l l e
K a n a a r / B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e

“Borderless '  newsroom has an unparalleled
commitment to equity and inclusion ,  both in its

reporting and editorial  work,  but also in the way staff
and interns are treated within the newsroom.”

-  Pathways Fellow Katrina Pham
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pathways
W E  H A V E  D E E P  C O N N E C T I O N S  T O  T H E  D I V E R S E
C O M M U N I T I E S  W E  S E R V E .  

REPORTING INTERN
M A I A  M C D O N A L D

REPORTING FELLOW
K A T R I N A  P H A M

PHOTOJOURNALISM INTERN
E F R A I N  S O R I A N O

By reporting on and WITH
immigrant communities in
Chicago, Borderless is  building a
bridge between under-served
communities and policymakers.  

In 2023,  the University of Oregon’s
Gather program wrote a case study
about our work entit led “How
Borderless Magazine’s Pathways
Program is Changing the Media
Ecosystem One Journalist At a
Time.”

“Borderless Magazine’s Pathways
program addresses racial  and
ethnic gaps in the journalism
industry , ”  wrote the study’s
authors.

Just 8% of reporting journalists are
Hispanic/Latinx,  compared to 19.5%
of the U.S.  population.  Similarly ,
just 6% of reporters are Black,
compared to 12.5% of the
population.  About 3% are Asian,
compared to 6% of the U.S.
population.

Borderless provides pathways for
emerging journalists from
immigrant and other marginalized
communities to report on
immigration and learn from
professional journalists in the
Borderless newsroom.

We mentor emerging journalists
through paid internships,
fel lowships,  and one-off  projects .
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p a t h w a y s  i m p a c t

“ I ‘ m  s o  g r a t e f u l  f o r  t h e  t i m e  I  s p e n t  a t  B o r d e r l e s s  a s  a  P a t h w a y s
i n t e r n  b e c a u s e  i t  r e a l l y  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  g r o w  a n d  d e v e l o p  m y
s k i l l s  a s  a  j o u r n a l i s t .   

“ I  w a s  a b l e  t o  l o o k  i n t o  a  p o t e n t i a l  s o l u t i o n  t o  f l o o d i n g  i n
I l l i n o i s ’  C a l u m e t  R e g i o n ,  t a l k  t o  a c t i v i s t s  a b o u t  a  b i l l  t h a t  c o u l d
h e l p  b r i n g  i n c r e a s e d  l a n g u a g e  o p t i o n s  t o  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t
a g e n c i e s ,  t a l k  t o  a  d e v e l o p e r  a b o u t  h i s  a p p  t h a t  h e l p s
i m m i g r a n t s  w i t h  l i m i t e d  E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g  s k i l l s  c o m m u n i c a t e  i n
t h e i r  e v e r y d a y  l i v e s ,  a n d  e v e n  m o r e . ”
                                    -  M a i a  M c D o n a l d ,  f o r m e r  P a t h w a y s  i n t e r n

p a t h w a y s  a l u m  p e r s p e c t i v e

a l u m  w e n t  o n  t o
 w o r k  a t :

N B C
C i c e r o  I n d e p e n d i e n t e
N P R
T h e  W a s h i n g t o n  P o s t
S a n  F r a n c i s c o
C h r o n i c l eE l e m e n t a r y  t h r o u g h

g r a d  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s

W e  s p o k e  a b o u t
j o u r n a l i s m  t o

150+
i n t e r n s  &  f e l l o w s  t o

w o r k  w i t h  u s

W e  p a i d

3

T o p :  O p e r a t i o n s  A s s o c i a t e  S a r a h  L u y e n g i  a n d  P a t h w a y s  F e l l o w  K a t r i n a  P h a m
c h e c k i n g  i n  a t t e n d e e s  a t  B o r d e r l e s s ’  F i r s t  A n n u a l  B e n e f i t .  A p r i l  A l o n s o  f o r
B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .
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i m m i g r a t i o n  r e p o r t i n g  l a b

T o p :  B o r d e r l e s s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  N i s s a  R h e e  p r e s e n t s  w i t h  B l o c k  C l u b  C h i c a g o
R e p o r t e r  M a d i s o n  S a v e d r a  a t  t h e  2 0 2 3  C o l l a b o r a t i v e  J o u r n a l i s m  S u m m i t .

Our Immigration Reporting Lab ( IRL) aims to help
journalists and newsrooms who are ready to take on the
hard work of making their immigration reporting more
responsive to the needs of their  communities .
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I R L  i m p a c t

l o c a l  &  n a t i o n a l
w o r k s h o p s

a t

25
F O I A  F e s t  ( C h i c a g o )
C o l l a b o r a t i v e  J o u r n a l i s m  S u m m i t  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . )
I n s t i t u t e  f o r  N o n p r o f i t  N e w s  D a y s  ( W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . )
N o r t h e a s t e r n  I l l i n o i s  U n i v e r s i t y  ( C h i c a g o )
G e o r g e  W a s h i n g t o n  H i g h  S c h o o l  ( C h i c a g o )

p r o f e s s i o n a l  &  s t u d e n t
j o u r n a l i s t s

W e  t r a i n e d  o v e r

700
p l a c e s  w e  t r a i n e d  j o u r n a l i s t s  a t  i n c l u d e :

h o w  b o r d e r l e s s  i s  c h a n g i n g  t h e  n e w s

Top :  B o r d e r l e s s  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  N i s s a  R h e e  s p e a k i n g  a t  I N N  D a y s  2 0 2 3
c o n f e r e n c e .  P h o t o  b y  W i l l i a m  A l l e n - D u P r a w

T h e  i m p a c t  o f  o u r  w o r k  o n  t h e  l o c a l  n e w s  e c o s y s t e m  i s
c l e a r .  

A  S e p t .  2 0 2 3  s t u d y  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  T e x a s  o n  m e d i a
n a r r a t i v e s  a b o u t  m i g r a t i o n  i n  C h i c a g o  l o o k e d  a t  h o w  2 3
n e w s  o u t l e t s  c o v e r e d  i m m i g r a t i o n  –  i n c l u d i n g  B o r d e r l e s s ,
t h e  C h i c a g o  T r i b u n e  a n d  U n i v i s i o n  –  a n d  f o u n d  t h a t
Border less  s tood out  f rom ALL  other  loca l  news  out lets .  

R e s e a r c h e r s  f o u n d  t h a t :
B o r d e r l e s s  h a d  t h e  m o s t  c o v e r a g e  f e a t u r i n g  “ i m m i g r a n t s ’
c o u n t r y  o f  o r i g i n ,  i m m i g r a n t s ’  c u l t u r e  a n d  a s s i m i l a t i o n ,
a n d  i m m i g r a n t s  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  i m m i g r a n t s . ”  
B o r d e r l e s s ’  i m m i g r a n t  c o v e r a g e  f a r  o u t p a c e d  t h a t  o f
S p a n i s h  o u t l e t s  T e l e m u n d o  a n d  U n i v i s i o n
D i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  i m m i g r a t i o n  c o v e r a g e  i n  n o n p r o f i t
v s  f o r - p r o f i t  n e w s  o u t l e t s  w e r e  l a r g e l y  d r i v e n  b y
B o r d e r l e s s ’  r e p o r t i n g
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o p e r a t i o n a l  r e s i l i e n c e

T o p :  E n g a g e m e n t  R e p o r t e r  D i a n e  B o u  K h a l i l  a c c e p t s  a n  a w a r d  o n  s t a g e  a t  t h e  O N A
a w a r d s  w i t h  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  N i s s a  R h e e .  C o u r t e s y  o f  O N A

The Borderless team grew with two new staff  members:
Sarah Luyengi as the new Operations Associate and
Mauricio Peña as the new Editorial  Director .  As our team
expanded, we grew our board and got our f irst off ice in
Chicago’s vibrant Uptown neighborhood.
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G o v e r n a n c e  &  S t a f f
2023 Board Members
Lekisha Gunn, President
Shapelle Pisano, Treasurer
Maria Woltjen,  Secretary
Sebastian González de Leon (through July 2023)
Sarita Muley 
Laura R.  Garcia-Ramirez

2023 Staff
Nissa Rhee, Cofounder & Executive Director 
Michelle Kanaar,  Cofounder & Associate Director
Diane Bou Khali l ,  Engagement Reporter
Sarah Luyengi ,  Operations Associate (beginning Sept.  2023)
Ji l l ian Melero,  Managing Editor (through July 2023)
Jen Montojo,  Development Director (through Apri l  2023)
Mauricio Peña, Editorial  Director (beginning Oct.  2023)

2023 Regular Contributors
Claudia Hernández,  Translator and Reporter
Chelsea Verstegen, Reporter
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Lekisha Gunn, Board President
Lekisha Gunn is the impact manager for Girls on the Run Chicago, a
national nonprofit  organization that focuses on social-emotional
learning and f itness for gir ls .  She previously worked in the I l l inois
Supreme Court promoting legal access to self-represented l it igants after
the 2020 racial  uprising.  She also worked at the U.S.  Department of
State as a foreign service off icer in both Mexico and Austria under the
Obama administration.  Lekisha holds a master 's  degree of public policy
from Duke University and B.S.  in business administration at the
University of Alabama. 

Nissa Rhee, Cofounder & Executive Director
Nissa Rhee is a visionary newsroom leader and a Peabody-award
nominated journalist .  She cofounded Borderless Magazine’s predecessor
in February 2017 to combat misinformation about immigration and
immigrants and to serve multiracial  famil ies l ike her own. After
bootstrapping Borderless ’  predecessor ,  Nissa has helped raise over $2
mill ion dollars in funding for Borderless .  In her 18-year career ,  she has
covered global issues as a producer at Chicago Public Radio,  served as a
foreign correspondent in South Korea and Vietnam for The Christian
Science Monitor ,  and investigated criminal justice reform in Chicago for
City Bureau. She holds a bachelor ’s  degree from the University of
Chicago and a master ’s  degree in international studies from the
University of Queensland.

Mauricio Peña, Editorial Director
Mauricio Peña has won multiple journalism awards for his investigative
series on heat deaths and i l lnesses among migrant farm workers in
California and a botched implosion of a smokestack on Chicago’s
Southwest Side.  He’s reported for several Chicago-based nonprofit ,
start-up newsrooms over the last decade, including Block Club Chicago
and Chalkbeat.  At Borderless ,  he serves as our “ integrator , ”  managing
the day-to-day operations and holding the team accountable for
working toward our mission and executing our business plan.  He holds a
bachelor 's  degree from the University of Cali fornia,  Los Angeles,  and a
master ’s  degree from Northwestern University ’s  Medil l  School of
Journalism.
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m e e t  o u r  o p e r a t i o n s  a s s o c i a t e

Sarah Luyengi grew up in the Tri-Taylor neighborhood and is a daughter of
Congolese immigrants.  She f irst got involved with Borderless as a freelance
reporter in 2020, and she has continued to report on the African and Afro-
Caribbean communities in Chicago for the magazine.

“Working with the Borderless team has been such a breath of fresh air , ”  says
Luyengi .  “It ’s great to see Chicago’s diversity reflected within our staff.  As

a second-generation immigrant,  I ’m grateful that Borderless has given me the
chance to engage with the immigrant and refugee communities . ”

Before joining Borderless ,  Luyengi worked in communications at the City Club
of Chicago and the Chicago Cook Workforce Partnership.  

She earned her B.A.  in creative writ ing from the University of I l l inois at Chicago
and her M.S.  in international public service at DePaul University .  She is an
associate board member of Sarah's Circle and the Stories Matter Foundation.
She has written for Common Ground Review, Third Coast Review, and South
Side Weekly.  

Top :  O p e r a t i o n s  A s s o c i a t e  S a r a h  L u y e n g i  s p e a k i n g  a t  S a c r e d  H e a r t  S c h o o l .  E f r a i n
S o r i a n o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e



f i n a n c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n

2023  
Total Revenue: $498,659
Total Expenses:  $473,789

Net Assets:  $224,466
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Financial Transparency

Borderless Magazine NFP's has had 
501(c)(3)  status since 2019 and our EIN is
83-1266434.  All  of our past 990 forms,
which we submitted to the IRS,  can be
found on our website at
borderlessmag.org/990

Our news judgments are made
independently and are not based on or
influenced by donors.

76%
s a l a r i e s  f o r  r e p o r t e r s ,
e d i t o r s  a n d  o u r  s u p p o r t

t e a m  m a d e  u p

o f  o u r  2 0 2 3  e x p e n s e s

F r e e l a n c e r  f e e s  f o r
r e p o r t e r s  &
p h o t o g r a p h e r s
M e d i a  l i a b i l i t y
i n s u r a n c e
T r a v e l  a n d
c o n f e r e n c e
e x p e n s e s
T r a n s l a t i o n  
W e b s i t e  &
t e c h n o l o g y

o t h e r  e x p e n s e s  i n c l u d e d :



f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t e r s

Dreihaus Foundation
Google News Init iative
Funds for Investigative Journalism
Miami Foundation
Institute for Nonprofit  News
University of Missouri

$ 0  t o  $ 2 4 , 9 9 9

Above :  B o r d e r l e s s  m e m b e r s  a t  o u r  f i r s t  A n n u a l  B e n e f i t  h o s t e d  a t  G u i l d  R o w  i n
C h i c a g o .  A p r i l  A l o n s o  f o r  B o r d e r l e s s  M a g a z i n e .  

$ 7 5 , 0 0 0  a n d  u p
Chicago Community Trust
Kresge Foundation

$ 2 5 , 0 0 0  t o  $ 7 4 , 9 9 9
Healthy Communities Foundation
Crossroads Fund
Field Foundation

In 2023,  184 individuals donated to Borderless Magazine 
Average donation amount:  $95
Total amount raised by individual donors:  $27,831

m e m b e r s

i n s t i t u t i o n a l  d o n o r s
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f a r e w e l l  t o  o u r  c o f o u n d e r

A b o v e :  M i c h e l l e  K a n a a r  s p e a k s  a t  t h e  L I O N  P u b l i s h e r s  a w a r d  c e r e m o n y  i n  2 0 2 2 .
C o u r t e s y  o f  L I O N  P u b l i s h e r s  

The Borderless team wishes a fond farewell  to Borderless Cofounder and
Associate Director Michelle Kanaar.  Michelle stepped down in February 2024 to
devote more of her t ime to visual storytell ing.

Michelle f irst joined Borderless when it  was sti l l  called 90 Days,  90 Voices,  and
she was a key team member responsible for transit ioning the magazine from an
all-volunteer project to a funded nonprofit  newsroom. Aside from her work in
development and operations for the magazine,  Michelle led our visual and
photojournalism work and was behind several award-winning projects ,  including
our comic book on the campaign against General Iron.

As a f ierce advocate for supporting emerging journalists of color ,  Michelle
mentored countless photojournalists in Borderless ’  Pathways program and
cofounded Prism Photo Workshop, a separate organization dedicated to giving
local photojournalists the tools they need to have successful careers .  She also
helped make Borderless ’  work more accessible by leading our translation efforts
and outreach to Spanish-speaking communities .

We wil l  miss Michelle,  but we are excited for her next chapter !  



Become a member with a tax-deductible
donation today!

As a nonprofit  news outlet ,  we rely on donations
from readers l ike you to keep our nonpartisan,
multi l ingual reporting on immigrant
communities free and accessible to al l .  

Your donation wil l  go to things l ike:
Paying our reporters
Funding our Pathways program for emerging
journalists from immigrant communities
Helping us train journalists across the world
how to better report on immigration

j o i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .

V I S I T
B O R D E R L E S S M A G . O R G /

D O N A T E  
O R  S C A N  T H E  Q R  

C O D E  T O  G I V E !  
T H A N K  Y O U !


